
 
 

The purpose of the law small group notes 
Gal 3:15-29 WL 28/10/18 

 
 
Matthew looked at the whole issue of Law, what it is useful for, and what it can’t do.  
Here are some of the points he mentioned that are in the Galatians passage: 
 

1. It reduces some of the harmful actions that people can do to each other, like stealing, 
murdering, hurting and swindling. We use it to make sure products and machinery are safe. It 
curbs motorists from driving too fast or drinking too much that they can’t stop their vehicle in 
time.  

a. Can you think of some other things good regulations and laws in this country prevents 
happening?  
 

2. It points out where the line is, without the law in the bible I would know that this action is 
sinful. So it shows me my sin, and my heart that is sinful. Romans 7.7 says I would not have 
come to know sin except through the Law; for I would not have known about coveting if the Law 
had not said, “YOU SHALL NOT COVET.” 
 

3. We were held in custody. Mankind is basically sinful, God had made some amazing promises, 
but for a time he placed mankind in the custody of ‘the law’. The law kept us out of mischief as it 
were, until such time as our hearts could be radically changed by the transformative power of 
Christ’s death on the cross. See Gal 3 :23  

 
4. Like a guardian. Another picture Paul gives is that the law was like a guardian ( in Roman times a 

trusted slave that made sure the pupil was safely transported to school) He at times exercised 
discipline on the young person. The law (10 commandments given to Moses) took care of us and 
disciplined us for a time bringing us to Christ. So it was temporary( like stabilizers on a bike)  , 
and of no purpose once Christ came ( or we arrived at school) See Gal 3:24-25 

a. Can you think of any other things that are temporary, but later discarded?  
 

5. The problem with the law. It is great in pointing out where we are short of the standard, but it 
never raises a finger to help us! The problem is that it can’t help us to get any better…like a 
traffic warden pointing out when we are overtime, but never helping us to find a spot that will 
help us. It is dead, it cannot impart life, only Jesus could do that. See Gal 3:21 
 

6. Finally when Jesus came, anyone who believes in him and actions faith, not only is saved, but 
inherits the all the blessings that are reserved for God’s children. No matter your background 
the entrance is the same see Gal 3: 26-29  

 
 
Paul’s main point is that once we believe in Christ, and become heirs of Abraham and all that brings us, 
the law has no further purpose. Our hearts are changed, we want to love God, and live our lives to 
please him and life in harmony with one another. Keeping the law has no benefit either way.  
 
Questions:  
Talk about this all together. Try and explain what Paul was saying in your own words to see if you 
have understood it.  
How does this effect your life as a Christian now?  
Do you think we need the 10 commandments today?  
Why do we still have law in our society? 
Will there be law in heaven? 


